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BJ Burrows is the owner and broker of Burrows Tracts Real Estate based in Elmwood, with an additional office in Sterling.  
 

 



 
STERLING – Burrows Tracts Real Estate was founded upon small town values and helps clients sell 

and buy the most important assets of their lives. 

  

Owner BJ Burrows grew up on a farm near Adams, which instilled in him such values. 

After receiving his associate’s degree, he worked in Information Technology for 10 years, but didn’t 

see his future in that. He started going in the real estate direction as a hobby, which then turned into 

a new career path. He likes that every day is different in the real estate field, which comes with a lot 

of risk, but a very high reward. 

  

Burrows got his real estate license and worked for a larger brokerage out of Omaha for five years. 

  

“Everything was going great with them, but I wanted to take it to the next level. We then decided to 

break off on our own,” Burrows said. 

He started out with an investment company selling rentals and flips. After growing his team and 

establishing a new brand, Burrows launched his new brokerage, Burrows Tracts Real Estate, on Jan. 

1. 

  

The main office is in Elmwood, where Burrows lives with his wife Kristy, his son Bray, 5, and 

daughter Stella, 2. 

  

Burrows also opened an office in downtown Sterling, where he works one day a week or by 

appointment. 

  

Burrows sells luxury homes, land and residential properties. 

  

With a smaller, family-like team, Burrows Tracts Real Estate has the ability to fine-tune its marketing 

to each particular town and area that it covers. The brokerage is a member of three multiple listing 

service (MLS) regions, including Omaha, Lincoln and Tri-County. 

“We focus on relationships and values that bring the small communities together,” Burrows said. 

  

Each member of the Burrows team has a strong work ethic and has ties to or is from a small town, 

which supports the company’s brand. 

  

“We’ve taken over many listings from larger brokerages that have had no relationships or knowledge 

in that area and we sold them. That’s something I’m very proud of,” Burrows said. “It’s more than 

putting a sign in a yard.” 

  

Kristy is the marketing director, who helped create the brokerage’s catchy brand that stands out, a 

play on the Burrows name. She also provides the brokerage with in-house marketing tools such as 

professional photography and design, drone images and videography. 

  

“My wife’s creative eye captures properties in a unique fashion. We have high-end HD software, 

photo equipment and drones. Many have to farm it out to another vendor, but we integrate it all into 

one seamless package,” Burrows said. “She’s the glue that holds us together.” 

  

Burrows Tracts Real Estate’s business administrator, Kim Kreifels, prepares the documents, sets up 

showings and performs notary services. 

“She is one of the hardest workers I've seen; she keeps this business moving forward!” Burrows said. 
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When a person calls Burrows Tracts Real Estate to list a property, the team will show up with the 

photographer and have all the prep work done beforehand, making it a very smooth and easy 

process. 

  

Burrows has hand-picked a team of realtors with top-notch marketing, negotiation and customer 

service skills. They all have their unique skill set, and tailored to the area that they’re in, such as 

Beatrice, Lincoln, Sterling, Syracuse, Elmwood or Omaha. 

Realtor Tyler Kreifels has sold almost 40 properties in his first two years with the business, and 

Realtor Ashley Smith recently celebrated three years working with Burrows and is involved heavily in 

Women’s Council of Realtors. Realtors Katie Van Winkle and Kurt Agena are new additions to the 

team this year and have both started out with impressive results. 

“All of the realtors have done very well. I really appreciate all their hard work,” Burrows said. 

  

Burrows is looking to grow his local presence and add more agents in smaller communities. 

  

“I want to get back to making real estate about relationships and not just transactions,” Burrows 

said.  “It is a big decision to sell or buy a house; we value that they trust us on their journey.” 

  

In addition to assisting with buying, selling, market analysis and notary services, Burrows now 

opened a title company housed in Elmwood for closings. Alyssa Herold, title and escrow officer, will 

be able to visit any of the small towns or banks and close properties. Now, everything involved in a 

sale process is streamlined through Burrows, without forwarding anything to another company. 

  

The Burrows Tracts Real Estate Facebook page has over 1,500 likes, and allows people to interact 

frequently. Burrows said he sold a commercial property through an interactive Facebook post last 

week. The brokerage is also very proud of its five-star rating on Google. 

Burrows has sold over 1,000 acres since 2016. The brokerage currently has 260 acres of farm ground 

available and 20 residential lots for sale, with some in Firth, Weeping Water, Syracuse and Elmwood. 

  

Burrows Tracts Real Estate has sold nearly 100 properties so far in its first year, and will surpass that 

by the year’s end. 

  

“We don’t have any way to compare it to anybody else, but I am very pleased with that number,” 

Burrows said. 

  

Burrows said they’ve sold properties in at least 42 cities and 11 counties in southeast Nebraska. 

  

He said their marketing structure could work in any town, and hopes to someday grow his team of 

agents to sell properties further westward. He is also looking for an auctioneer to join the team, so 

the brokerage can offer auctions. 

  

Aside from selling properties, the Burrows team enjoys getting involved with communities by 

participating in volunteer events, food drives or benefits for individuals. Most of all, Burrows enjoys 

being able to spend time with family, and provides realtors with flexibility to do the same. Burrows is 
passionate about camping, fishing and hunting as hobbies. 

“I’m a believer in making time to do the things that you like,” Burrows said. 
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